Predictive value of the TMJ scale in detecting clinically significant symptoms of temporomandibular disorders.
It is important for the dentist to differentiate between subclinical and clinically significant symptoms of TMD. The TMJ Scale tests for clinical significance of pain report, palpation pain, perceived malocclusion, joint dysfunction, and range of motion limitation. To evaluate the accuracy of test results in a patient, the predictive values for each scale must be known. The positive and negative predictive values are calculated and found to produce an increase in diagnostic accuracy of the TMJ Scale compared to pre-test predictions throughout most of the base rate range found in clinical practice. The use of predictive values to interpret test results correctly and to confirm or rule out clinically significant symptoms is described.